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Celebration help needed! 

JANUARY 2017 

 If you enjoy the wonderful tradition of hang-

ing out with friends, family, neighbors and all who 

wish to enjoy our July Celebration, remember it 

depends on you. We need your work and your fi-

nancial support. Mark your calendar for July 1, 

2017 and take note of what‘s needed to make our 

show a success. Going into this year‘s fireworks 

fundraising, we are a little concerned. Compared 

to years past, we are behind on our funds at this 

moment. It would be nice if we could create a nice 

boost in revenue early in the year so we can sail 

comfortably into July… knowing all the bills will  

be paid. 

 Hey neighbors we all love this celebration………

please help out! We have several wonderful neigh-

bors who stepped up last year and helped out by 

selling 50/50 tickets at their house parties.  Oth-

ers came to the dam to sell glow necklaces and 

50/50 tickets at our fund raising stand on the 

day of the event. Every little job helps a ton. The 

annual donations to the fireworks fund are a must 

as this event is self-funded. It takes every one of 

us to get this show up and running!  Fund raising is 

the corner-stone of the event. I couldn’t imagine 

a year without our DJ, or even the porta-pots!  

We are still working toward accumulating the 

funds necessary to bring back the popular sky-

divers.  It all works together like a puzzle. Let’s 

keep those donations coming!! Did you know this 

event costs in excess of $7,000 each year? We 

are self-funded too, which means we must earn 

the money we spend. Here is a rundown for you.  

Expenses:  

· Fireworks show    · Porta-potties  

· Security      · DJ/sound system  

· Insurance     · City & County Permits  
 

Income:  

· YOUR DONATIONS THROUGHOUT THE 

YEAR!!!  

· Advertisements in the Twin Lakes Newslet-

ter...We can all sell these ads!  

· Glow necklace sales...Help sell them day of event!  

· 50/50 drawing...Sell a block of tickets at your 

party!  

· Garage Sale Food stand...We earned $1,210.50 in 

2016!  
 

 Please mark your calendars for one of our big-

gest fundraisers, Twin Lakes Annual Garage Sale, 

held this year on June 9-10.  Please contact us if 

you have some time to help out at the food truck 

one or both of those days. 

 As you can see there are many ways to get 

involved and help make this the best July Cele-

bration ever!!!!! Please email us at 

TLHA.fireworks@comcast.net and get your name 

on the list to help out. There is plenty for every-

one to do…the more people we have help out, the 

more each of us can enjoy the holiday with our 

friends and family! 
Mike Meyer and Sue Law 

Twin Lakes Fireworks Committee 

mailto:TLHA.fireworks@comcast.net
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Letter from the President 
 Wow!  Here it is 2017!  2016 sure did go fast.  

I hope all have had a blessed and safe holiday 

season. Now that we’re in the heart of winter, we 

need to be very cautious of the ice and snow that 

accumulates on our streets. During the mid-

December ice storm, the road conditions were a 

little rough on the side streets. The City of 

Springfield made it a priority to clear the main 

veins of the city, which Twin lakes drive and An-

gelo did get early attention. Our other streets 

had to wait until the weather warmed. We appre-

ciate all of our member’s consideration. 

 2016 was a very busy year for maintenance in 

our community. We have been weeding and clear-

ing brush, cutting trees and grading drainage are-

as at a tremendous pace. Until I became involved 

on Twin Lakes’ board, I did not realize drainage 

was a major concern for our neighborhood. With 

all of the development on Dirksen parkway and 

Menards, the soil has been covered which previ-

ously soaked up a lot of rain into the ground. This 

development causes additional runoff of water, 

eventually flowing into our lakes.  Did you realize 

water draining into every storm sewer in Twin 

Lakes and along Piper Road eventually empties in-

to our lakes?  

 Clearing a drainage area on the northeast side 

of subdivision of huge trees and thick brush was a 

major undertaking of this year’s board. When I 

first investigated this area, it was infested with 

mosquitos and prevented the water from flowing 

correctly. We removed trees and graded the 

ground area to make the drainage continue to the 

lakes. It was a very expensive project which had 

to be done to improve this area. 

 The board appreciates all members who pay 

their dues in a timely matter. The dues include 

garbage pickup and financing for neighborhood 

projects. We all realize times can be tough and 

hard financially, but please contact one of the 

board members if you’re struggling to pay your 

dues on time. Also for the members that have 

fallen behind, please consider calling April Poole 

or John Thomas to work out a pay schedule.  We 

don’t want to take legal action but will if neces-

sary as the association must have money to pay 

the bills too! 

 It is very important to get acquainted with 

your neighbors. We do live in a secure and safe 

environment, but there are misbehaving individu-

als that don’t respect other people or their per-

sonal property. We have had a handful of break-

ins last year with one happening December 25thor 

26th. When leaving your property for a considera-

ble amount of time, even if you’re gone for just a 

few days, tell a neighbor, board member or police 

dept. you won’t be home.  Ask them to keep an eye 

on the property and provide them with your cell 

number in case something does happen.  In the 

Christmas break-in, the home was a rental prop-

erty and it took some time to contact the owners 

and the renters.   

 We have installed two no dumping signs in are-

as where large unsightly piles of branches and 

yard waste bags accumulated. Members are en-

couraged to take advantage of the city’s branch 

pickups from in front of your own property sever-

al times of year. Also you can dump branches and 

leaves at the disposal site on J. David Jones Park-

way.  We have had dumping of T.Vs on the rear 

entrance. April and I have picked up the old TVs 

but there is a $20.00 charge to dispose of each 

set which comes out of Twin Lakes general fund.  

If you see someone dumping TVs, branches, etc., 

please get a license plate and report it to the po-

  ————————  cont’d on page 6  ——————— 
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FIREWORKS DONATIONS 
 

The following have donated to the fireworks fund 

since July 1, 2016 until January 7, 2017: 
 

Carl/Mary Affrunti - $28.80; Bill Baxter - $4.30; 

Charles Bedolli - $85; George Bertoni - $15; Rene’ 

Blank - $80; Diane Bobek - $40; Mike/Carol Boone - 

$25; Tom/Shannon Brady - $20; Geralyn Bunch - $20; 

Jeremy/Jennifer Burkhart - $13.80; Gary Butchek - 

$13.80; David Cawley - $13.80; Brad/Melanie Close - 

$100; Francis Coffin - $20; Catherine Cripe - $20; 

Kenna Diaz - $30; Rickey Douglas - $8.80; Doris/Jim 

Durkin - $20; Gayle Fuiten - $20; Suzanne Goad - 

$8.80; Robert Gobel - $25; Kristy Gue - $3.80; Eric 

Guidish -$10; Charles/Marsha Gunn - $47.60; Carolyn 

Hargrove - $50; James Henton - $25; Joe/Shannon 

Holmes - $3.80; Jim Kuizin - $13.80; Jong Han Lee - 

$28.80; Robert/Alexandria Liberman - $28.80; Adam 

Lopez - $5.80; Eleanor Mack - $18.80; Robert/Noelle 

Marcum - $20; Becky Marston - $10; Donna Mathias - 

$50; John/Kim Meneghetti - $40; Gloria Middleton - 

$75; Deb Nance - $25; Charles/Linda Nicholson - $50; 

George/MaryJo Paoni - $20; Giovanna Pensabene - 

$20; Don/Sheryl Poggi - $28.80; Kristin Pokorski - 

$28.80; April Poole - $105; Matt Ramirez - $25; 

Brendt/Melissa Ramsey - $13.80; Joshua Risse - $55; 

Sarah Rothert - $70; Gale/Camella Sandberg - $50; 

David/Cynthia Schleyhahn - $28.80; Paul/Karen 

Schroeder - $100; James/Janet Shures - $100; Ronald/

Arnetta Singleton - $28.80; Jeremiah Smith - $53.80; 

Sally Smith - $28.80; John/Therese Thomas - $61.40; 

Linda Tice - $28.80; Thomas/Linda Vono - $25; Elias/

Regina Walton - $33.80; Weir - $25; Candance Wendt 

- $50; Sam Wheeler - $100; Evelyn White - $50; Den-

nis Willis - $63.30; Regina Wilson - $48.80; Linda 

Winters - $25.80; Donald/Tamala Wolters - $50; Mar-

garet Zinn - $20 
 

 Thank you very much!  Your donations are 

greatly appreciated!  If you want to keep our tradi-

tion alive, our spectacular July 4th celebration, 

please donate and get your name listed!  

 It costs over $7,000 to have our July 4th Cele-

bration!  Every penny counts!  Be sure to help out 

our Fireworks Committee with all of their fund-

raising efforts!  Help sell ads, purchase food/

drinks from the food truck, buy 50/50 tickets and 

novelties during the celebration!  Encourage your 

family  and friends to help out with our fundrais-

ing too! 

 Volunteers are also needed!  Please think 

about donating your time to be on the Fireworks 

Committee or assist with the fundraisers!  Contact 

Sue Law or Mike Meyer to lend a hand! 

2017 FIREWORKS FUND  
To contribute towards the fireworks display 

for the 2017 July Celebration, please complete 

this form and mail with your donation to: 

———————————————————— 

TLHA 

PO Box  8133 

Springfield IL 62791-8133 

 

My enclosed donation is (please circle one)  

 

$10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 

 

$50.00  $75.00  $100.00 other $_______ 

 

Name: __________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________ 

 

Phone No: _______________________________ 

 

Please Mark one: 

 

_______ Yes     ________No 

 

Permission is granted to publish my name as a  

contributor to the Fireworks Fund in the next 

newsletter.  
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Questions about CWLP Recycling Charges 
 Recently, residents have been reviewing 

their CWLP bills and are questioning the $3 

monthly recycling charge.  This recycling charge 

has been on our CWLP bills, along with all other 

Springfield residents, for nearly 5 years.  This 

charge has also been explained numerous times 

by Dir. Mark Mahoney at our annual membership 

meeting.  The board has tried to explain this 

charge to our residents since its inception.   

 This charge was previously $1.50 but was 

increased by City Council action on July 5.  I 

believe this charge, along with other trash fee 

increases, passed 9-1 with our Ward 4 alder-

man, John Fulgenzi, approving the fee increas-

es.  The increase went into effect on Sept. 1, 

2016.  The board talked with multiple aldermen 

and assured these fee increases were really 

needed to cover the costs of these programs as 

previous fund shortages were being paid from 

the sewer fund. 

 As CWLP and the board has explained multi-

ple times, the monthly recycling charge covers 

the following city services:  pickup of oversized 

items, branch pickup, and yard waste pickup.  

These city services help to keep our neighbor-

hoods clean and looking great. 

 Each residence paying for the recycling fee 

on their CWLP bill is entitled to up to two (2) 

pickups of large items per year.  These pickups 

is limited to three (3) large items.  Large items 

can be mattresses, furniture or appliances but 

only one (1) of these items can contain Freon.  

Please call F & W Resources at 217-528-1649 

to schedule large item pickups.  This large item 

pickup phone # is listed in our important num-

bers list on page 12. 

 From May to November, the city sends 

trucks through each and every neighborhood to 

pick up branches.  The branch piles must be no 

larger than 4 ft. wide and 10 ft. long and placed 

adjacent to the street, but not on the street 

or public sidewalk.  Generally, branches in our 

neighborhood are pickup once a month.  Dir. 

Mahoney ensures our neighborhood has its 

branches picked up the week of our fireworks 

celebration so we can showcase our neighbor-

hood to our family and friends! 

 Generally, the city provides two (2) yard 

waste collection programs annually.  Grass, 

leaves and other yard waste in paper yard 

waste bags are collected without needing the 

$2 sticker during these collection programs, 

held in the spring and fall.  The Spring collec-

tion is usually held in April while the Fall collec-

tion is usually in November. 

 Again, these vital services provided by the 

city assist each resident in keeping their resi-

dence and landscape beautiful which in turn im-

proves home values.  Hopefully, this will answer 

your questions concerning this recycling charge. 
April Poole 

Reminder About Trash Receptacles 
 Please remember all trash is to bagged pri-

or to being put in the trash receptacles.  Also, 

the lid of the trash receptacle should close.  

This prevents unsightly trash strewn by wind.  

If you have additional trash bags and place it 

next to the trash receptacle, your account will 

be charged an additional $3 fee.  Lastly, all 

trash receptacles are to be placed inside your 

garage, behind a fence, etc. to hide it from 

view. 
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Suggestions 
 
 

Twin Lakes News welcomes 

your suggestions about topics 

you would like to see in our newsletter. Subject 

matter ideas may be sent to TLHA, PO Box 8133, 

Springfield, IL 62791-8133 or email to 

tlhaapril.poole@comcast.net.  Unsigned or anony-

mous letters will not be read and will be disposed 

of immediately.  

January 13 & 27, 2017 
 

February 10, 2017 
 

March 1 (Ash Wednesday) 
 

March 3, 10, 17, 24 & 31, 2017 
 

April 7 & 14, 2017 
 

Come support your local KC!! 

2016 - 2017 FISH FRY SCHEDULE 

2016-2017 TLHA Board Members 
Email  Addresses 

John Thomas  john.thomas5@comcast.net 
Diane Bobek  dianeb22@comcast.net 

April Poole  tlhaapril.poole@comcast.net 

Mike Meyer  darthromero75@yahoo.com 

David Mytar  dmytar7@yahoo.com 

Dina Mytar  d.mytar@comcast.net 

Ray Waters  8waters@sbcglobal.net 

Recycling Dates 
 The board has received a couple of calls 

regarding the recycling pickup schedule.  

We’ve contacted Republic Services and the 

following are the recycling pickup dates for 

2017 and Jan. 2018: 
 

2017 Dates 

Jan. 6, 20 

Feb. 3, 17 

Mar. 3, 17, 31 

Apr. 14, 28 

May 12, 26  

June 12 (delayed to Monday due to garage 

sale weekend), 23 

July 7, 21 

Aug. 4, 18 

Sept. 1, 15, 29 

Oct. 13, 27 

Nov. 10, 24 (delayed 1 day due to holiday) 

Dec. 8, 22  
 

2018 Dates 

Jan. 5 (delayed 1 day due to holiday), 19 
 

Please recycle as much as possible! 

mailto:john.thomas5@comcast.net
mailto:dianeb22@hotmail.com
mailto:tlhaapril.poole@comcast.net
mailto:darthromero75@yahoo.com
mailto:dmytar7@yahoo.com
mailto:d.mytar@comcast.net
mailto:8waters@sbcglobal.net
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Selling Your Home? 
 

Twin Lakes has an ongoing problem 

with members failing to notify the 

Board when homes are sold.  Please 

contact a TLHA Board Member when you have sold 

your home to let them know of the new owners so the 

billing records can be changed.  Send information and/

or corrections to TLHA, P.O. Box 8133, Springfield, 

IL  62791-8133. 

Save the Date 

fireworks 

July 1, 2017 

lice dept. or board member.  We shouldn’t have to 

pay for an outsider’s unwanted items. 

 I have always been a person to give credit 

where credit is due. We have had several board 

members that have gone the extra yard for our 

community.   Starting with: 

 Dave and Dina Mytar:  Previously our Vice 

President, David, at the beginning of2016,  

became ill and was unable to contribute as 

much as he would like. Not only has David im-

proved and is able to contribute but Dina, his 

wife, volunteered for the board. They both 

have been very helpful on business issues plus 

have been our eyes overseeing projects we’ve 

had on northeast side of Twin Lakes. 

 Mike Meyer: Mike joined the board this year, 

has led the fireworks committee, ran the food 

truck during the garage sales and maintains 

the South Lake playground. 

 Diane Bobek:  Diane, our Vice President, lives 

on the lake by the drainage ditch, keeping a 

look out on lake activity.  Additionally, Diane 

helps April with Secretary duties and handles  

things when April is out of town. 

 My Neighbor Ray Waters:  Ray always pres-

sured me to join the board. In return I pres-

sured him to sign up also.  Ray is our handyman 

with tools. He shares everything he owns with 

the subdivision. What a great guy he is! No 

matter what project I come up with, Ray is 

there. Ray is my Right hand Man. Thank you 

Neighbor.  

 This leaves April Poole: She is my member of 

the year. April is our secretary/treasurer who 

puts in long hours for our association with lit-

tle in return. She personally delivers and files 

documents with the City, County and state.  If 

a problem arises, she is the first to hear 

about it and regulates appropriately. She does 

all mailings, receives all payments and bills to 

association, keeps track of all financial bal-

ance sheets and expenses, greets our new 

neighbors, making them aware of our wonder-

ful community and provides our governing by-

laws and covenants. She takes on all responsi-

bility of this newsletter which I would say is 

one of the best in surrounding cities. Thank 

you April for all that you do. 

 I can’t forgot all of members who take great 

care of lawns and houses. I love looking at 

mowed lawns in the summers and decorated 

homes for the season.  
 

 So when you see one of these neighbors out, 

greet them, smile at them and tell them to have a 

great day.  

Thank you  

President Johnny Thomas 
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————  cont’d from previous column ———— 

Maintenance Report 
 Due to good weather lasting well into No-

vember, the board was busy with maintenance 

issues and projects this quarter.  We were fin-

ishing projects, prepping for the cold weather, 

and making a priority list of upcoming projects 

for the upcoming spring/summer!  

 First and foremost, the board oversaw the 

tree removal and drainage ditch grading on the 

northeast part of the subdivision.  This project 

was completed by McCloughan Construction and 

Craig Linne Tree Service.  The job took approx-

imately a month to complete due to weather 

delays.  This project cost the association nearly 

$24,000. 

 Next, John Thomas and Ray Waters re-

moved brush and vines from the covered bench 

and large tree next to the North Lake.  Ray 

took several truckloads of brush and vines to 

the recycling center.  John and Ray also found 

discarded bricks at the base of the tree so 

they placed them around the lake as rip rap.  

Please don’t discard bricks on common ground.  

If you call the board, we can tell you exactly 

where to pile unwanted (non-rebar) bricks/

concrete so we can place around the lake. 

 Next, John, Ray and Mike Meyer have been 

cleaning out the grate on the drainage pit.  

They check it every 3 days and/or before eve-

ry rain.  Hopefully the upcoming summer will be 

less rainy and the lake level will be low enough 

for grate repairs for better drainage. 

 In early November, during a heavy rain, we 

found the storm sewers along Lakeshire were 

blocked, flooding the street.  The City’s sewer 

dept. was contacted and dispatched a repair 

team.  They found and cleaned out the storm 

sewers to the newly graded drainage ditch.  Af-

terwards, the City’s sewer dept. was in our 

neighborhood cleaning out our main sewer lines.  

Repairs have been made to several in the neigh-

borhood.  We are still verifying if all of the 

storm sewers have been cleaned out. 

 The board is always evaluating our common 

grounds, shelters, lakes, beaches, playgrounds, 

etc.  But we may miss some things!  If you see 

something that needs to be repaired or re-

placed, please contact the board so we can en-

sure it’s on the list.  We are an active board 

wanting to ensure everything is safe, clean, and 

looking great!  It adds property value to each 

residence if we continue meticulously maintain 

our common areas. 

Don’t Flush Away Money. . . 

Invest in a High Efficiency Toilet 
 The Springfield Dept. of Public Works has 

announced a program to provide a $50 rebate 

from City, Water, Light and Power (CWLP).  

New efficient toilets that replace ones that 

are pre-1992 can result in significant water 

savings and much better performance. 
 

 These new efficient toilets are providing a 

savings of about two (2) gallons of water each 

flush.  A family of 4 can conserver over 1,000 

gallons of water in just one (1) month! 
 

 Replacing your existing toilet with a Water-

Sense™ labeled toilet can earn you a $50 re-

bate from CWLP.  For further details and ques-

tions, please call 217-789-2070. 
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Remember to always report suspicious 

activity! 

 

Police Emergency dial 911 

 

Police Non Emergency call 788-8311 

dues.  Mr. Durr informed us of additional op-

tions for collections and we will take advantage 

of these options.  The one disadvantage is Mr. 

Durr’s hourly rate is a little higher than our 

previous lawyer.  This is a disadvantage for 

both the association and the individual mem-

bers contacted by the lawyer.  Please remem-

ber all legal fees incurred by the association 

will be passed onto the individual members. 

This is the third time we’ve published the 

names of members who are delinquent in paying 

their dues and trash fees.  Perhaps you’ve no-

ticed the same names of members who haven’t 

paid.  You’re correct!  Of the names listed be-

low, 17 of the 20 names listed have been delin-

quent all 3 times we printed the delinquent ac-

counts.  These chronic delinquent accounts are 

being contacted by our new lawyer and/or will 

have liens placed against their properties! 

Below is the list of delinquent accounts: 
 

Nancy Alexander   James/Audra Bannister 

Marcia Boles (estate) Nellie Britz (estate) 

Lisa Buchanan   Matt Burdick 

Walter Burnett, Jr.  Tom/Alecia Butler 

Carrie Coffin    Kimberly Conner   

James Davis, Jr   Amanda Fortner 

Kathy/Robert Gue  Clarence Hoyle 

Matt/Krista Kutzora Luiz/Jodi Perez 

Nick/Crysta Pimpkin  Geraldine Polley 

Kimberly Prince   Tim & Laura Stille 

Brian Utinski    Ricki Viele 

Nicole Westlake   Kimberly Williams 

April Poole 

TLHA Sec./Treasurer 

Notes from Secretary/Treasurer 
There is no way to sugar coat THLA’s finan-

cial situation.  Due to the cost of the large 

maintenance project, we finished December 

without enough money to pay our regular Janu-

ary bills.  We were approximately $950 short. 

The Jan-June statements were mailed and 

the board is asking for members to please pay 

their bills by the end of January.  By paying 

your bill on time, we will be able to pay each 

month’s regular bills on time.  Please under-

stand your bills contain your trash charges 

which we have to pay on a monthly basis.  The 

trash bill alone is just over $3,900 each month. 

The board had to undertake the large pro-

ject in order to take advantage of the open ar-

ea to clear out the drainage ditch and prevent 

the cost of the project from doubling.  This 

project took nearly every available penny.  We  

contacted our delinquent accounts and a few 

have paid while two others have agreed to a 

payment plan. 

THLA’s lawyer, Paul Adami, retired at the 

end of 2016.  Diane and I gathered attorney 

recommendations and interviewed two (2) law-

yers to become our new lawyer.  The board ap-

proved the selection of Mr. Mike Durr as our 

new lawyer.  During the interview, Mr. Durr was  

willing to work with us to collect delinquent 
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VOLUNTEERS WANTED!  HELP WANTED!! 
 

Additional help needed for fundraising projects 

and/or fireworks!  Come be a part of this  

extraordinary event!  Share your ideas with us by 

calling Mike Meyer (522-6398), or emailing 

TLHA.Fireworks@comcast.net! 

Mike Meyer 

2017 Fireworks Committee 

2017 PLAYGROUND FUND  
To contribute towards the playground fund 

for new equipment, please complete this 

form and mail with your donation to: 

—————————————————— 

TLHA 

PO Box  8133 

Springfield IL 62791-8133 

 

My enclosed donation is (please circle one)  

 

$10.00  $20.00  $25.00  $50.00 

 

$75.00  $100.00 other $_______ 

 

Name: ______________________________ 

 

Address: ____________________________ 

 

Phone No: ___________________________ 

 

Please Mark one: 

 

_______ Yes     ________No 

 

Permission is granted to publish my name 

as a contributor to the Playgrounds Fund in 

the next newsletter.  

Playground Fund 
 Thank you to Kathy Barker for getting the 

ball rolling to set aside money for our play-

grounds.  The many maintenance projects of 

our subdivision has prevented the board from 

saving money for new playground equipment.  

We now have a fund for our playgrounds and 

need your help to build up this fund to hopeful-

ly get some new equipment this fall.  We are 

looking at getting a playground set that can be 

expanded as money becomes available.  Also, we 

want to have separate playground equipment 

for different age groups of kids.  Please use 

the adjacent form to submit your donation and 

designate playgrounds fund on your checks! 
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Springfield FY18 Budget Workshops 
 Springfield’s Fiscal Year 2018 budget work-

shops are beginning this week.  FY17 concludes 

on Feb. 28, 2017, reflecting our first revenue 

downturn since the Great Recession.  The drop 

in revenue is nearly $2M.  Consumer spending 

and lack of a state budget is the cause for the 

revenue shortfall. 

 The city’s Corporate Fund FY18 budget uti-

lizes revenues to maintain the city’s services, 

including the Police and Fire Depts., Public 

Works and other general city services.  This 

fund will be highlighted and discussed most 

during the workshops.  38 other funds make up 

the remaining city budget which are dedicated 

monies for specific items like the TIF funds 

earmarked for economic development and the 

Motor Fuel Tax for city road maintenance.  

 Since July 2004, the Corporate Fund hasn’t 

received a dedicated increase to improve city 

services through the Home Rule Sales Tax. 

This rate will increase from 2.25% to 2.50%, 

along with other increases will generate funds 

to be used for city services, additional pension 

payments and infrastructure needs. 

 Additionally, its been proposed to increase 

the Telecomm Tax from 4% to 6%.  The funds 

will be exclusively used for Lincoln Library. 

 Springfield’s Natural Gas Tax is currently 

at 0% and proposed to change to 4%.  Among 

other local cities, Springfield is the only city 

not charging this tax.  These new taxes will be 

equally applied to pension funding and long-term 

equipment funding plan. 

 Next, the Hotel-Motel Tax is proposed to 

increase by 1%.  This increase will be used for 

Oak Ridge Cemetery which is second most visit-

ed cemeteries in the world. 

 According to city staff, the tax increases in 

these four tax areas will be comparable to oth-

er local cities’ taxes.  They are also quick to 

point out the city has not raised property taxes 

for over 30 years, resulting in the city’s portion 

has decreased from 16% to 11%. 

 The city has evaluated its operations and 

will be making the following cuts: 

 Employee healthcare plan redesign, an esti-

mated $2 million savings 

 Housing demolitions cut by $250,000 

 Overall reductions in operating expenses 

 Pension spike elimination 
 

 The following FY18 budget workshops will 

take place in the City Council Chambers located 

on the 3rd floor of Municipal Center West: 

 Tues, 1/10 - after Committee of the Whole 

- Topic: Office of Budget & Management 

overview; Human Resources; Public Works 

 Tues, 1/17 - After City Council - Topic: 

Treasurer; City Clerk; City Council; Conven-

tion & Visitor’s Bureau; Off. Of Planning & 

Economic Development; Lincoln Library 

 Thurs, 1/19 - 5:30pm - Topic: CWLP 

 Mon, 1/23 - 5:30pm - Topic: Police Dept.; 

Fire Dept. 

 Tues, 1/24 - After Committee of the Whole 

- Topic: Office of Budget & Management; 

Mayor’s Office 

 Tues, 2/14 - During Committee of the 

Whole, starting at 5:30pm - Public Hearing 
 

The workshops will be televised on Channel 18 

and complete budget information is on the 

city’s website, www.springfield.il.us. 
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Things to Do Around Town 
 

Rare and Rarely Seen  
Now through 1/29/17 9 am – 5 pm 
Lincoln  Presidential Museum, 112 N. 6th Street 

Admission: Museum Admission 

Features rare objects, manuscripts, documents and sto-

ries that bring history to life.  Contact 217-558-8934 or 

go to website, www.presidentlincoln.illinois.gov. 
 

St. Louis Cardinal Caravan 
Monday 1/16/17 12 pm Noon 
Prairie Capitol Convention Center 

Admission: $5 + fees 

Ticket includes a hot dog, chips and drink. 

First 400 kids ages 15 and younger, through the doors 

on the day of event get a free autograph ticket that 

guarantees one autograph from each current/former 

player.   

Contact 1-800-840-9227 or www.ticketmaster.com 
 

Winters Farmer’s Market 
Saturdays 1/28/17, 2/25, 3/25 & 4/22 9 am – 1 pm 
Third Presbyterian Church 

1030 N. Seventh Street 

Admission: Free 

A new winter farmers market will make fresh produce 

& local proteins available to residents.   

Contact 217-528-1563   www.ilstewards.org 
 

Color with Friends 
Tuesday 2/7/17  6:30 – 8 p.m. 
Boone’s Saloon, 301 W. Edwards St., 217-679-3752 

Admission:  $5, no registration required. 

Supplies provided.  Grab a drink, chat and relieve a 

little stress. 

Contact 217-331-2027, FB.com/ourvibrantcommunity 
 

Illinois Symphony Orchestra 
Friday 2/24/17  7:30 p.m. 
Sangamon Auditorium, UIS 

“Beautiful Beethoven” concert featuring conductor 

Ken Lam. Ticket information:  217-206-6160 

www.sangamonauditorium.org 
 

Chicago Cubs World Series Trophy Tour 
Wednesday, March 8 - TBD in Springfield  

Details at:  www.cubs.com/trophytour  
 

Murder Mystery Dinner: Good Deeds, Deadly 

Deeds 
3/17 – 19/17  Fri/Sat 6:30 pm, Sun 1 pm 

3/24 – 26/17  Fr i/Sat 6:30 pm, Sun 1 pm 

Hoogland Center for the Arts , 420 S. Sixth Street 

Admission:  $30 (Reservations Required) 

Springfield Theatre Center presents their annual mur-

der mystery dinner fundraiser.  See if you can solve the 

case!  Menu to be announced.  Cash bar. 

Contact: 217-523-2787   www.hcfta.org/event 

Springfield Park District Upcoming Events 
 

What's Cooking - 6 week course 

Monday, 1/23 - 3/13/17  5:30 pm - 6:30pm  
Washington Park Pavilion 

Children, age 3 to 5, will cook their way through win-

ter to spring. Participants will measure and mix their 

own yummy snacks. We will also make a fun art pro-

ject during each class. Please call Debbie at 546-3970 

for costs and registration information. 
 

Winter Outdoor Ice Skating 
Ice skating is currently open for Lincoln Lagoon only. 

Check Springfield Park District’s What's New page and 

Facebook pages daily for updates and always use best 

judgement before heading out on the ice at our local 

park ponds. 
 

Ice Jamz: Teen Night, Jan 13 and Mar 10 
Nelson Center Ice Rink 

Spend Friday night ice skating with your friends. Enjoy 

the show, music, giveaways and much more! This 

event is for teens, aged 13-17, from 8:00 - 10pm.  Cost 

is $10 includes skate rental or $8 if have own skates. 
 

Cabin Fever, Saturday, Feb. 4, 10am - 12pm 
Erin’s Pavilion 

Cabin Fever is an activity fair for supervised children 

ages 5-12 to promote health, fitness and the fight 

against childhood obesity. Hosted by the Park District 

and Mid-West Family Broadcasting and 98.7 WNNS. 
 

Prairie State Orchid Society Display & Sale 

Feb. 11 - 12, 12 - 4pm Sat, 12 - 3pm Sun 
Washington Park Botanical Gardens 

Exotic tropical orchids are displayed in a juried compe-

tition. Orchid experts from the orchid society will be 

on hand to answer questions and sell beautiful orchids 

at bargain prices  
 

Spring Floral Display, 4/1– 4/16/17 

Monday - Friday, 12:00pm - 4:00pm 
Washingon Park Botanical Garden Exhibit Hall 

Easter Lilies and lush tropical foliage fill the Exhibit 

Hall and Conservatory for the 44th annual Spring Flo-

ral Display  

http://www.ticketmaster.com
http://www.ilstewards.org
http://www.sangamonauditorium.org
http://www.hcfta.org/event
https://www.facebook.com/springfieldparkdistrict/
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Miscellaneous Phone Numbers 
 

 

Animal Control         535-3065 

Springfield Park District 544-1751 

CWLP 

     Report power outage 789-2121 

     Report water problems 789-2323 

CWLP Non-Emergency 789-2116 

Police Non-Emergency 788-8311 

NPO Matt Doss 741-0979 

Police - Animal Complaints 788-8314 

Public Works 789-2246 

City Waste Management 789-2327 

Republic Services (dumpsters only) 522-7797 

Alderman John Fulgenzi 899-8598 

Ron & Marsha Jett 220-0629 

     (east shelter reservations) or 220-0386 

Jason & Nikki Burgar 414-3914 

     (south shelter reservations)  

Trash/Recycling/Large Item Pickup  

Important Numbers 
 

Problems with trash cans . . . . . . . . . . . . 544-9602 

Problems with trash pickup . . . . . . . . . . 544-9602 

Problems with recycling pickup . . . . . . .544-9602 

               (or email tlha.trash@comcast.net) 

Large Item Pick up . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  528-1649 

Large Dumpster . . . . . . . Any of the waste haulers 

                        (ensure proper billing) 

2016-2017 TLHA Board Members                                        
 

John Thomas, President 414-1154 

Diane Bobek, Vice President 971-5611 

April Poole, Sec/ Treas. 544-9602 

Mike Meyer  522-6398 

David Mytar 971-7698 

Dina Mytar 971-7698 

Ray Waters  523-0138 

Garage Sale Dates Set 
 The annual subdivision Spring Garage Sale 

has been set for Saturday, June 10, with a pre-

view sale on Friday evening, June 9.  Participat-

ing residents will be charged a minimal $5 for 

the newspaper advertisement and a listing on 

the garage sale map.  The advertising fee is 

due by June 3. Any resident paying the $5 fee 

automatically give permission to be listed on 

the map and any advertisement including Face-

book.  Maps will be distributed on Thursday 

evening, June 8. 

 Again, a food truck will be available for 

both our garage sale patrons and residents.  All 

proceeds will go into the Fireworks Fund.  So 

mail your $5 (check preferable) to: TLHA, P.O. 

Box 8133, Spfld, IL 62791. 

 The garage sale has been moved from May 

to June due to multiple scheduling conflicts 

with city events and in hopes of having better 

weather.  Hopefully, we will have lots of cus-

tomers as a result.  

RECYCLING DATE CHANGE 
 

 Due to the Annual Spring Garage Sale 

being scheduled on Friday, June 9, the 

normal recycling pickup for this date has 

been delayed until MONDAY, JUNE 12.  

Please have recycling receptacles at the 

curb on Sunday evening, JUNE 11. 

A Thought… 
Why, in winter, do we try to keep the house 

as warm as it was in summer when we com-

plained about the heat? 


